CONCLUSION
attempts, do In fact to some extent disarm cold and searching criticism. She possesses that magnetic personality which compels sympathy in spite of oneself and makes one almost insensitive to small shortcomings. One's reason is at the mercy of one's sympathy : in the eagerness of admiration, one forgets to analyse and is content merely to enjoy. Herein lies no small part of the actor's power to illusion us and make us live for the moment in a world of airy nothings. We are told by some critics who are nothing if not superior, that the actor's business is by no means a dignified one. It is pointed out that his work has little more permanency than a snowflake or a rose leaf, that, once dead, nothing is left of him but a bundle of memories. It may be so, but sometimes those memories have a rare fragrance all their own and are dearer to us than the loftier and more substantial records of heroes, saints and sages.
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